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Citrus County Superintendent Sandra Himmel Named 
Florida’s 2020 Superintendent of the Year 

 

Tampa, FL – Citrus County School District (CCSD) Superintendent Sandra “Sam” Himmel 
was named the Florida 2020 Superintendent of the Year by the Florida Association of District 
School Superintendents (FADSS). Himmel was formally recognized today in Tampa during the joint 
meeting of FADSS and the Florida School Boards Association.  

 
Himmel was first elected Citrus County Schools Superintendent in November 2004 and was 

subsequently reelected to office three times and is currently seeking another 4-year term in 2020. 
She began her professional career in teaching at Crystal River Middle School in 1977 and expanded 
her studies earning a Master’s in Business Administration. She managed a local business prior to her 
decision to become a Citrus County School Board Member in 1996. After 8 years in this position, Sam 
was elected Citrus County Schools Superintendent.  

 
“Sam Himmel is an outstanding superintendent with a singular focus and commitment to 

student success,” states FADSS President and Pasco County School Superintendent Kurt Browning.  
“Sam is not only an exceptional superintendent with a proven track record of success; she truly 
epitomizes what a good superintendent should be and is very deserving of this recognition,” adds 
Browning. 

 

A key initiative that Himmel championed during her tenure as superintendent is closing the 
achievement gap, particularly within the district’s largest subgroup population of economically 
disadvantaged students. Through targeted strategies focused on differentiated instruction, student 
engagement and growth mind-set, the district closed the achievement gap in this subgroup by 2% in 
English Language Arts, 5% in Science, and 3% in Social Studies.  

 

“Those who choose to pursue the path as a public school superintendent do so not for the glory, 
but rather the opportunity to make a positive difference in children’s lives,” states FADSS Chief Executive 
Officer and Florida Senator Bill Montford.  “Sam is an asset to the association and her leadership is valued 
by her colleagues throughout the state. In addition to her role as superintendent, Sam is also a strong 
community advocate who volunteers her time to numerous organizations for the betterment of her 
community,” adds Montford.   
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The process for electing Florida’s Superintendent of the Year was established by the American 

Association of School Administrators (AASA), a national organization of school superintendents and 
other educational leaders. In February 2020, Himmel will represent all Florida superintendents at the 
AASA’s National Education Conference in SanDiego, CA where she will be recognized and honored for 
her public education service in Florida.  

 
### 

 
 

Photo caption (l to r):  Florida Association of District School Superintendents (FADSS) President and Pasco County 
Schools Superintendent Kurt Browning (left) and FADSS CEO Sen. Bill Montford (far right), with the newly named 2020 
Florida Superintendent of the Year Citrus County Public Schools Superintendent Sandra “Sam” Himmel. 

 
 

 
Citrus County School District (CCSD) serves approximately 16,000 students in pre-school through 
grade 12 and encompasses 22 campuses including a technical college. The school district spans the 
cities of Inverness and Crystal River and incorporates communities such as Beverly Hills, Citrus 
Springs, Floral City, Hernando, Holder, Homosassa, and Lecanto. CCSD is the first school district in 
the nation to be designated a Purple Heart School District. The district has been ranked in the top 
third of all Florida districts for the past 11 years in the areas of English Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science and Social Studies according to statewide assessments.   
 
Citrus County is located on the central west coast of Florida and is bordered by Levy County 
(northwest), Marion County (northeast), Sumter County (east) and Hernando County (south).  
 
We are where learning is the expectation and caring is the commitment.  We provide exceptional 
academic, emotional and civic growth to every student, every day. Our passionate educators 
empower students to take charge of their academic and personal success.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of the Florida Association of District School Superintendents is to assist and support superintendents in  
providing leadership to ensure that every student in Florida acquires the skills, knowledge and attitude to be contributing members 

of our democratic society through leadership development programs focused on student achievement,  
building relationships with business and governmental leaders, and communication and networking services. 
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